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Arch ipe lago of Reset t lement
Vietnamese Refugee Set t le rs and Decolon izat ion across Guam and
Israel-Palest ine
EVYN LÊ ESPIRITU GANDHI

What happens when re fugees encounter Ind igenous sovere ign ty s t rugg les in the count r ies
o f the i r rese t t l ement?

From Apr i l to November 1975, the US mi l i ta ry processed over 112 ,000 Vie tnamese
re fugees on the un incorpora ted te r r i to ry o f Guam; f rom 1977 to 1979, the Sta te o f Is rae l
granted asy lum and c i t izensh ip to 366 non-JewishVie tnamese refugees. Arch ipe lago of
Reset t lement ana lyzes these two cases to theor ize what Gandh i ca l l s the re fugee set t le r
cond i t ion : the f raught pos i t iona l i t y o f re fugee sub jec ts whose reset t lement in a set t le r
co lon ia l s ta te is pred icated upon the unjus t d ispossess ion of an Ind igenous popula t ion.
Th is groundbreak ing book t races two forms of c r i t i ca l geography: fi rs t , a rch ipe lagos of
emp i re , examin ing how the Vie tnam War is l i nked to the US mi l i ta ry bu i ld -up in Guam and
unwaver ing suppor t o f Is rae l , and second, cor responding arch ipe lagos of res is tance,
t rac ing how Chamorro deco lon iza t ion effor ts and Pa les t in ian l ibera t ion s t rugg les are
connec ted by th rough the Vie tnamese re fugee figure . Th ink ing th rough d is t inc t ye t
over lapp ing moda l i t i es o f re fugee and Ind igenous d isp lacement , Gandh i offers too ls fo r
imag in ing emergent fo rms of deco lon ia l so l idar i t y be tween re fugee se t t le rs and
Ind igenous peoples.

Evyn Lê Espir i tu Gandhi i s Ass is tant Pro fessor o f As ian Amer ican Stud ies at the Univers i ty o f
Cal i fornia, Los Angeles.
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